
ANN HELPS YOUNG ALBANIANS WITH DISABILITIES 
TO GAIN NOCN CERTIFICATES 
NOCN recently supported a project in Albania run by Ann Norris to help five learners with 
disabilities gain NOCN Pathways to Adulthood Certificates.  

The programme ran for an academic year and took a year in 
the planning stage in order to train staff and gather resources. 
It focussed on providing training in skills for independent living 
for those with learning disabilities. It was organised by NOCN’s 
own External Verifier Ann Norris, who has a passionate 
commitment to this group of Albanian young people, their 
families and community. 

In total there were five young adults with learning disabilities 
who received their Pathways to Adulthood certificates on 19 
September 2017 in Albania. This was the first time they had 
received a certificate of any kind. The activities they did were 
focussed upon skills for independent living to improve their life quality, wellbeing and employment 
and learning prospects. In Albania there is no effective infrastructure to support those with learning 
disabilities so this kind of work is really valuable. 

Ann was present at the Awards Ceremony in September, here is her review of the event: 

“Well it happened. Two years’ hard work for all concerned and the presentation of the certificates to 
the five students on the Pathways to Adulthood course happened without a hitch (sigh of relief). 

Over 100 guests filled the large room at Vila Zaneli, 
Librazhd. Many dignitaries, workers in the disability 
field, proud parents and friends of the young people 
and five very excited youngsters in their Sunday Best 
were gathered. Of course there have to be speeches, 
a very short introduction from me about NOCN and 
the programme, longer ones from the local 
dignitaries, followed by a visual presentation of the 
young peoples’ work by the teachers, who were then 
presented with thank you letters from NOCN for an 
excellent job done. 

Then came the presentation to the students. Each 
one received their certificate from a different speaker. I presented a beaming Xhino with his, and 
was treated to an enormous bear hug! The other two young men were very vociferous and took the 
microphone to express their delight. The two young ladies were demure, but their faces showed 
how delighted they were. Questions and comments from the assembled people were taken.  

Parents spoke of the change in their sons and daughters, wanting the training to continue. 
Unfortunately, there is no longer a funding source. I rounded off the event by saying that this was 
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only the beginning for the young people; that it was 
the responsibility of everyone in the room to 
encourage the young people to take their places in the 
community of Librazhd; that people should befriend 
them, greet them, include them wherever possible in 
community events and acknowledge their presence. 

Andi, in his loudest voice, then invited everyone to 
have food and drink together, where informally we 
discussed many ideas for further developments. I went 
home shattered with my head buzzing with ideas for 
the future!” 

One person who had been following Ann’s work is 
David Blunkett, former Sheffield Labour MP and Government Minister.  

On hearing about the success of the project, David Blunkett wrote: 

“Ann, I am really pleased to know that five young people from Librazhd are receiving certificates 
from NOCN’s Pathways to Adulthood programme on the 19th September; Congratulations to you all.  

Well done also to the teachers and support workers for the hard work you have put into the course 
and to MEDPAK for the administration Involved. I have known of the work of MEDPAK for several 
years and am impressed by the commitment of the staff to further the inclusion of people with 
disabilities. 

I was born without sight, blind, but with support, education and belief in myself and others, I 
became a Cabinet Minister in Tony Blair's office and a Member of the British Parliament, and am 
now a member of the House of Lords 

These 5 young people with a disability have proved that with education and support, they can begin 
to live more independent lives. I hope this is the beginning of the development of work to 
implement further educational provision and training for young adults with disabilities in Albania. 

I just wanted to say a personal word of appreciation for the commitment and support given by all 
the staff involved in the project to the young people who are making their way in life, very much 
against the odds. 

Please keep up the good work and don't lose heart if things don't always work out quite as intended 
- my own life has been full of ups and downs. 

With my very best wishes, David Blunkett” 

Ann has done tremendous work to improve the lives of these young people, NOCN hopes that this 
will help them as they go on and for their families and wider local community to continue to support 
them as they are able to make their own positive contributions to local village life. Everyone at 
NOCN understands the value that learning holds for those involved in this project and for the 
opportunities it will create. 

To know more about the NOCN Pathways to Adulthood Programme, visit 
www.nocn.org.uk/pathways or telephone 0300 999 1177. 
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